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My original idea was to write thirty lessons. But, on second
thoughts, I felt that it would be better to limit the size of the
primer. Let children read two or three primers in a year.
There should be no objection to Narahari and Kaka making
such changes as they may wish to.
Any letter informing [me] whether it is proposed to publish this
primer or any correspondence about it should be in English. I
believe that the [Jail] Superintendent will let it come through
in that case.
If it is decided to publish the primer, it would be better to
add pictures of the spinning-wheel, etc. Good paper should be
used and the type must be large.
I certainly intend to write about Hinduism.1
MOHANDAS GANDHI
[PS.] I think it would be better not to give my name as the
author of this primer.2
FOREWORD
This primer presupposes that the pupil has already spent a
year or less in spinning, learning the letters of the alphabet, both
Devanagari and Prakrit, and simple tables.
I have used in the primer the words laghushanka? and apaman4
because I could not avoid them. I have used the word laghushanka
in place ofptshab9 thinking that it would be good if children learnt
this fine word. Apaman has been kept, as a milder word could not
be found.
The difficult words in Lesson 12 have been deliberately intro-
duced.
The aim which has been kept in view in preparing this primer
is that the pupil should be able to put into practice whatever he
learns. Nothing has been included which is not within the range
of his daily experience.
The presentation of the lessons in this primer in the form of
dialogue between a mother and her child has a touch of arti-
ficiality about it, as most Indian mothers today do not perform
their duty of instructing children, nor are they equipped for the
task.
1 When  Gandhiji was sentenced, Kaka K.alc&ar  had requested him to
write in jail a primer on Hinduism.
2  Vide "Letter to Jail Superintendent, Yeravds'% 12-8-1922.
a Passing urine
4 Insult